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Executive Summary

During the 2016 fiscal year, the Department of Environmental Quality Promotion has
made great strides toward its core objectives. These include promoting environmentally
friendly consumption, service, and production, integrated forest fire prevention and haze
management plans, as well as integrated household and community waste management
plans. Goals set for each for this year have either been met or exceeded.

The Department’s integrated household and community waste management
plan focuses on building awareness across the wider public in implementing better
waste management. Implementation is accomplished through encouraging the reduction,
reuse, and recycling of waste. A goal of recycling up to 30% of all waste in targeted
areas was set for the 2016 fiscal year, but has been exceeded by nearly 23%.
Additionally, zero waste has been successfully implemented in targeted schools and
communities.

Managing the serious issue of forest fires and the resulting haze is done through
a participatory mechanism called, “"The Village Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection Volunteer Program”. Participants focus on preventing fires and reducing haze
in targeted areas. These include “hot spots” such as Doi Suthep-Pui National Park and
Doi Inthanon National Park in Chiang Mai where goals of reducing fires and haze by 10%
were set. However, during the 2016 fiscal year, haze reduction of up to 57% was achieved.
By successfully reducing haze from forest fires, air quality and public health in these areas
is greatly improved.

The Department’s integrated plan promoting environmentally friendly consumption,
service, and production encourages both public and private organizations to use resources
more efficiently as well as reducing waste and pollution. Education as well as schemes to
encourage participation such as the “"G-Green” certification has helped the Department bring
an additional 150 offices, shops, and hotels up to standards.

In addition to these integrated plans, there is the consolidated volunteer network
of natural resources and environment under the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment, and developmental research emphasizes on the application into work.
Moreover it focuses on the creation of learning centers promoting beter environmental
management. It also awards municipalities as model ASEAN Environmentally Sustainable
Cities (ESC). Additionally, work focuses on public relations and training for raise public
awareness.
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